
Understanding the different types of (un-sanded) Spectrum cements for masonry 
 

a. What are the most common types of masonry construction used to lay brick, stone & block? 
 

1. Veneer masonry-Most often used on residential construction, this masonry usually covers the wood 
framed structure. The wood framed structure holds up the house. The veneer masonry does not 
hold up the house. Typically mortars made with Type N cements are used with veneer masonry. (to 
make it easier to remember, let’s say N for normal). Brick & natural stone is typically used on veneer 
masonry, but 4” deep concrete block can be used as well.   

 
2. Structural masonry-most often used on commercial construction like schools, large buildings, and 

government buildings. Here you may see reinforced concrete block masonry walls that are used to 
hold up the building. With this block construction, there may be vertical and horizontal rebar and 
concrete filling the cells of the block, to make it like a solid concrete wall. You need stronger mortar 
with structural masonry than you do with veneer masonry. Typically mortars made with Type S 
cements are used with structural masonry. (to make it easier to remember, let’s say S for super or 
stronger) 
 

b. Cements for masonry are mixed with masonry sand & water to make mortar. All the (un-
sanded) Spectrum cements mentioned here are 40 bags per pallet.   

 
c. Design professions (like architects & engineers) often decide the type of cement to be used 

for masonry on a project. Some builders have other design professionals decide.  
 

d. Spectrum Masonry cements are often available in type N or type S. There are 70 lbs in the type N 
bags and 75 lbs in the type S bags. Usually, the masonry cements have a lower cost than the 
Portland & lime cements. Masonry cement is often used with residential masonry construction.  
 

e. Sometimes with our most popular colors, we have both N and S available for the same color 
of masonry cement. Here are some examples: 

1. Spectrum White Masonry Type N or Spectrum White Masonry Type S 
2. Spectrum Vanilla Masonry Type N or Spectrum Cream Masonry Type S 
3. Spectrum Wheat Masonry Type N or Spectrum Camel Masonry Type S 

 
f. Spectrum Portland & lime cement (let’s call them P&L) -these are often available in type N or a 

type S. There are 70 lbs in the type N as well as the type S bags. Some say there is less moisture 
penetration in masonry construction with Portland & Lime cement-mortars than with masonry 
cement mortars. 
There are other areas where some say P&L outperforms masonry cement. Due to these opinions (in 
italics above), design professionals often select Portland & Lime cements for use on their high 
profile & important projects, because they believe them to be higher quality than masonry cement.  
 

g. Sometimes with our most popular colors, we have Spectrum type N and S and masonry 
cement & Portland & lime cement available for the same color of cement. Here are some 
examples: 
1. Spectrum White Masonry Type N or White Masonry Type S or Spectrum White Portland & Lime 

type N or White Portland & lime type S 
2. Spectrum Vanilla Masonry Type N or Cream Masonry Type S or Spectrum Almond P&L type n or 

Khaki P&L type S 
3. Spectrum Wheat Masonry Type N or Camel Masonry Type S or Spectrum Stone Buff P&L type N 

or Caprock Buff P&L type S.  
 
Refer to the kit diagram & look at the back of the color strips to help understand e & g 
here.  



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


